
 

 

Montview MomTime 
Book Drive for Ethiopia Reads 
Spring 2011 
 

WHO:  YOU!  Please reach out to your organization of choice, and ask them to help us collect books for 

Ethiopia Reads.  You may use this flyer, or one you create on your own.  If you would like to distribute 

materials electronically, we can email you more details.  Please take a box with you and drop it off at 

your chosen preschool, school or other organization.   

WHAT:   Montview MomTime is conducting a book drive to benefit Ethiopia Reads.  Ethiopia Reads is a 

non-profit organization based in Denver, Colorado.  Its mission is to create a reading culture in Ethiopia 

by connecting children with books.  Ethiopia Reads believes that education is the key to improving the 

lives of the next generation of Ethiopians and books are the key to fostering a genuine love of learning.  

To learn more about Ethiopia Reads, visit http://www.ethiopiareads.org/.  

WHEN: During the months of March and April, concluding on May 13, 2011 at our final MomTime 

meeting of the Spring 2011 session.   

WHY:  Ethiopia Reads is making a difference for children in Ethiopia, and we can help!  This is an easy, 

hands-on way for us to open our hearts—ours and our children’s— to the suffering and struggle 

experienced by others far away, and to “be the change we want to see in the world” (Ghandi).   

WHAT TYPE OF BOOKS?:  New and high‐quality used books are needed for Ethiopia Reads Libraries.  

Children’s books in good condition are welcome as are books for use in elementary and secondary 

schools.  (See book guidelines for more specific details.)   

HOW MUCH:  Because shipping books to Ethiopia is so incredibly expensive, we are suggesting a 

donation of $1 per book, to cover shipping costs.  (NOTE: All books will be eagerly accepted, regardless 

of donation.)  Eventually, a shipping container filled 30,000-40,000 books will travel to Ethiopia, which 

costs $13,600 USD per container.   

Facts about Ethiopia*:   

 Over 73 million people live in Ethiopia-- the third most populated country in Africa.  Life 

expectancy is around 49 years. 

 Ethiopia is the oldest independent country in Africa and one of the oldest in the world. 

 Because much of Ethiopia is rural, kids who attend school may have to walk several miles each 

way. 

 Unlike in most African nations, school in Ethiopia is free. However, many kids work to help 

support their families. Less than half are still enrolled by grade 5.  

 Literacy rate is just over 42%. 

* Collected from a variety of web-based resources.  

http://www.ethiopiareads.org/
http://www.facebook.com/album.php?profile=1&id=1173882182747

